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L·ONDON NAVAL TREATY OF 1930
I
Tewt of the treaty

TI-IE President of the United States of America, the
President of the French Republic, His Majesty the King
of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Em per or of India, His Majesty the King
of Italy, and His Majesty the Emperor o£ Japan,
Desiring to prevent the dangers and reduce the burdens
inherent in competitive armaments, and
Desiring to carry for-ward the work begun by theW ashington Naval Conference and to facilitate the progressive realization of general limitation and reduction o£
armaments,
Have resolved to conclude a Treaty for the limitation
and reduction of naval arma1nent, and have accordingly
appointed as their Plenipotentiaries:
The President of the United States of America:
Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of State;
Charles G. Dawes, 'Ambassador to the Court of St.
James;
Charles Francis Adams, Secretary o£ the Navy ;
Joseph T. Robinson, Senator from the State o£ Arkansas;
David A. Reed, Senator from the State of Pennsylvania; . .
Hugh Gibson, Ambassador to Belgium;
Dwight W. Morrow, Ambassador to Mexico;
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The President of the French Republic:
Mr. Andre Tardieu, Deputy, ~resident of the Council of l\1inisters, Minister of the Interior;
Mr. Aristide Briand, Deputy, Minister for Foreign
Affairs;
l\1r. Jacques-Louis Dumesnil, Deputy, l\1inister of
Marine;
l\Ir. Fran\'ois Pietri, Deputy, Minister of the Colonies;
l\1r. ·. A.in1e-J oseph de Fleuriau, Ambassador of the
.
French Republic at the Court of St. James;
His Majesty the J{ing of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Do111inions beyond the Seas, En1peror of
India:
for Great Britain and Northern Ireland and all parts
of the British Empire 'vhich are not separate
l\Ie1nbers of the League of Nations :
The Right Honourable James Ramsay MacDonald~
1\l.P ·~ First Lord of His Treasury and Pri1ne
Minister;
The Right Honourable Arthur Henderson, 1\I.P.,
His Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
1-\.ffairs ~
The Right Honourable Albert Victor Alexander,
M.P., First Lord of His Admiralty;
The Right Honourable William vV edg,vood Benn,
D.S.O.~ D.F.C., M.P., His Principal Secretary of
State for India;
for the Do1ninion of Canada :
Colonel The Honourable James Layton Ralston,
C.l\1.G.~ D.S.O., K.C., a Member of His Privy
Council for Canada, His Minister for National
Defence~

The Honourable Philippe Roy~ a Member of His
Privy Council for Canada, His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in France for
the Dominion of Canada;
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for the Common,vealth of Australia:
The Hono~u·able J a1nes Ed,vard Fenton~ His ~Iinister
for Trade and Customs;
for the Dominion of N e\v Zealand :
Thon1as l\1ason 'Vilford, Esquire, IC.C., High ComInissioner for the Do1ninion of N e·w Zealand in
London;
for the Union of South Africa:
Charles Theodore te 'Vater, Esquire, High Cominissioner for the Union of South Africa in London;
for the Irish Free State:
'I'i1nothy Aloysius S1nicldy, Esquire~ High Coinmissioner for the Irish Free State in London;
for India:
Sir Atul Chandra Chatterjee, IC.C.I.E., High ComInissioner for India in London;
II is lVIajesty the ICing of Italy:
The Honourable Dino Grandi, Deputy~ His Minister Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs;
Ad1niral of Division The I-Ionourable Giuseppe
Sirianni, Senator of the ICingclo1n, His l\1inister
Secretary of State for Marine ;
l\1r. Antonio Chiaramonte-Bordonaro, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at the
Court of St. James ;
Admiral The Honourable Baron Afredo Acton, Sena tor of the ICingdom;
JI is l\Iajesty the Emperor of Japan:
Mr. Reijiro vVakatsuki, l\ie1nber of the House of
Peers;
1\.dmiral Takeshi Takarabe, Minister for the Navy;
Mr. Tsuneo Matsudaira, His An1bassador Extraordina,r y and Plenipotentiary at the Court of St.
James;
Mr. Matsuzo Nagai, His A1nbassado1' Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to His l\1aj esty the ICing of
the Belgia~s;
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Who, having communicated to one another their full
powers, found In good and due form, have agreed as
follows:
PART I.
ARTICLE 1.
THE High Contracting Parties agree not to exercise
their rights to lay down the keels o£ capital ship replacement tonnage during the years 1931-1936 ·inclusive as
provided in Chapter II, Part 3 of the Treaty for the
Limitation of Naval Armament signed between then1 at
Washington on the 6th February, 1922, and referred
to in the present Treaty as the \Vashington Treaty.
This provision is without prejudice to the disposition
relating to the replace1nent of ships accidentally lost or
destroyed contained in Chapter II, Part 3, Section I,
paragraph (c) of the said Treaty.
France and Italy may, hovvever, build the replacement
tonnage which they 'vere entitled to lay down in 1927 and
1929 in accordance 'vith the provisions of the said Treaty.
ARTICLE 2.
1. The United States, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and Japan shall dispose of
the following capital ships as provided in this Article:

United States.·
"Florida ".
"Utah".
"Arkansas " or "vVyoming ".
Unitei/) K ingdo112 .·
"Benbow".
" Iron Duke ".
"l\1arlborough ".
"E1nperor of India".
"Tiger".
Japan.·
"Hiyei ".
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(a.) Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (b),
the above ships, unless converted to target use exclusively
in accordance with Chapter II, Part 2, paragraph II (c)
of the vVashington Treaty, shall be scrapped in the follo'v~ng 1nanner :
One of the ships to be scrapped by the United States,
and t\vo of those to be scrapped by the United ICingdom
shall be rendered unfit for warlike service, in accordance
\Vith Chapter II, Part 2, paragtaph III (b) of the Washington Treaty, \Vithin twelve n1onths from the con1ing
into force of the present 'rreaty. These ships shall be
finally sera pped, in accordance with paragraph II (a) or
(b) of the said Part 2, ·w·ithin t\venty-four months fro1n
the said coming into force. In the case of the second of
the ships to be scrapped by the United States, and of the
third and fourth of the ships to be scrapped by the
United ICingdo1n, the said periods shall be eighteen and
thirty months respectively from the coming into force
of the present Treaty.
(b) Of the ships to be disposed of under this Article,
the follo,ving may be retained for training putposes :
by the United States: "Arkansas" or "Wyoming".
by the United ICingdon1: "Iron Duke".
by Japan: "Hiyei ".
'fhese ships shall be reduced to the condition prescribed
in Section V of Annex II to Part II of the present
'Treaty. The work of reducing these vessels to the required condition shall begin, in the case of the United
States and the United J(ingdoin, \vi thin t\vel ve months,
and in the case of Japan \vithin eighteen months from
the coming into force of the present Treaty; the work
shall be con1pleted within six n1onths of the expiration of
the above-mentioned periods.
Any of these ships which are not retained for training
purposes shall be rendered unfit for warlike service
\Vi thin eighteen months, and finally sera pped within
thirty months, of the coining into force of the present
Treaty.
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2. Subject to any disposal of capital ships 'vhich n1ight
be necessitated, in accordance \vith the \Vashington
'freaty, by the building by France or Italy of the replaceInent tonnage referred to in Article 1 of the present
1"~reaty, all existing capital ships 1nentioned in Chapter
II, Part 3, Section II of the vV ashington Treaty and
not designated above to be disposed of may be retained
during the term of the present Treaty.
3. The right of replace1nent is not lost by delay in
laying do\vn replace1nent tonnage, and the old Yessel
may be retained until replaced even though due for scrapping under Chapter II, Part 3, Section II of the \)T ashington Treaty.
ARTICLE 3.
1. For the purposes of the Washington Treaty, the defi-

uition of an aircraft carrier given in Chapter II, Part 4
of the said Treaty is hereby replaced by the following
definition:
The expression "aircraft carrier" includes any surface vessel
of war, whatever its displacen1ent, designed for the specific and
exclusive purpose of carrying aircraft and so constructed that
aircraft can be launched therefro1n and landed thereon.

2. The fitting of a landing-on or flying-off platform
or deck on a capital ship, cruiser or destroyer, provided
such vessel 'Yas not designed or adapted exclusiYely as an
aircraft carrier, shall not cause any yessel so fitted to be
charged against or classified in the category of aircraft
ca1T1ers.
3. No capital ship in existence on the 1st April, 1930,
shall be fitted with a landing-on platforn1 or deck.
ARTICLE

4.

1. No aircraft carrier of 10,000 tons (10,160 1netric
tons) or less standard displacen1ent 1nounting a gun above
6.1-inch (155 1111n.) calibre shall be acquired by or constructed by or for any of the High Contracting Parties.
2. As fron1 the coining into force of the present Treaty
in respect of all the High Contracting Parties, no air-
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craft carrier of 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons) or less
standard displacement mounting a gun above 6.1-inch
( 155 1nm.) calibre shall be constructed within the jurisdiction of any of the High Contracting Parties.
ARTICLE

5.

An aircraft carrier must not be designed and constructed for carrying a n1ore po,verful ar1nament than
that authorized by Article IX or Article X of the Washiugton Treaty, or by Article 4 of the present Treaty, as
the case may be.
vVherever in the said Articles IX and X the calibre
o:l 6 inches (152 n1m.) is mentioned, the calibre of 6.1
inches ( 155 mn1.) is substituted therefor.
PART II.
ARTICLE

6.

1. The rules for deter1nining standard displace1nent .
prescribed in Chapter II, Part 4 of the \Vashington
Treaty shall apply to all surface vessels of 'var of each of
the High Contracting Parties.
2. The standard displacement of a sub1narine is the
surface displacement of the vessel complete (exclusive
of the ·water in non-·water-tight structure) fully manned,
engined, and equipped ready for sea, including all arn1ament and ammunition, equipment, outfit, provisions for
cre'v, 1niscellaneous stores, and implements o:f every description that are intended to be carried in ·war, but without fuel, lubricating oil, fresh water or ballast water of
any kind on board.
3. Each naval co1nbatant vessel shall be rated at its displacement tonnage 'vhen in the standard condition.
The word " ton ", except in the expression "metric
tons", shall be understood to be the ton of 2,240 pounds
( 1,016 kilos.).
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ARTICLE

7.

1. No submarine the standard displacement of which
exceeds 2,000 tons ( 2,032 metric tons) or 'vi th a gun
above 5.1-inch (130 mm.) calibre shall be acquired by or
constructed by or :for any of the High Contracting
Parties.
2. Each of the High Contracting Parties may, however, retain, build or acquire a maximun1 number of three
submarines of a standard displacement not exceeding
2,800 tons ( 2,845 · metric tons) ; these submarines may
carry guns not above 6.1-inch ( 155 mm.) calibre.
'Vi thin this number, France may retain one unit, already
launched, of 2,880 tons (2,926 metric tons), with guns the
calibre of which is 8 inches (203 mm.).
3. The High Contracting Parties may retain the submarines which they possessed on the 1st April, 1930, having a standard displacement not in excess of 2,000 tons
(2,032 metric tons) and armed with guns above 5.1-inch
( 130 mm.) calibre.
4. As :from the coming into :force of the present Treaty
in respect of all the High Contracting Parties, no submarine the standard displacement of which exceeds 2,000
tons (2,032 metric tons) or with a gun above 5.1-inch
(130 mm.) calibre shall be constructed within the jurisdiction of any of the High Contracting Parties, except
as provided in paragraph 2 of this Article.
ARTICLE

8.

Subject to any special agreements which may submit
them to limitation, the :following vessels are exempt :from
limitation:
(a) naval su~:face combatant vessels of 600 tons ( 610
n1etric tons) standard displacement and under;
(b) naval surface combatant vessels exceeding 600
tons ( 610 1netric tons), but not exceeding 2,000 tons
(2,032 metric tons) standard displacement, provided
they have none of the :follo,ving characteristics:
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(1) mount a gun above 6.1-inch (155 m1n.) calibre;
(2) mount more than four guns above 3-inch (76 mm.)
(:alibre;
(3) are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes;
( 4) are designed for a speed greater than twenty knots.
(c) naval surface vessels not specifically built as fighting ships \vhich are mnployed on fleet duties or as troop
transports or in son1e other \Vay than as fighting ships,
provided they have none of the follo,ving characteristics :

( 1) n1ount a gun aboYe G.1-inch ( 155 n11n.) calibre;
(2) monnt n1ore than four gnns above 3-inch (76 mn1.)
calibre;
(3) are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes;
( 4) are designed for a speed greater than twenty
knots;
( 5) are protected by arn1our plate;
(G) are designed or fitted to launch mines;
(7) are fitted to receive aircraft on board fron1 the
an--;
(8) 1nount 1nore than one aircraft-launching apparatus on the centre line; or t\vo, one on each broadside;
(9) if fitted \Vith any 1neans of launching aircraft into
the air·, are designed or adapted to operate at sea n1ore
than three aircraft.
ARTICLE

9.

1"'he rnles as to replacement contained in Annex I to
this Part II are applicable to vessels of \var not exceeding 10,000 tons (10,160 1netric tons) standard displacelnent, \vith the exception of aircraft carriers, \vhose replacenlent is governed by the provisions of the Washington Treaty.
1\...RTICLE

10.

vVithin one month after the date of laying dO\VIl and
the elate of completion respectively of each vessel of war~
other than capital ships, aircraft carriers and the vessels
exe1npt from limitation under Article 8, laid down or
completed by or for the1n after the coming into :force o:f
the present Treaty, the High Contracting Parties shall
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con1municate to each of the other High Contracting
Parties the information detailed below:

(a) the cla te o:£ laying the keel and the :£ollo,ving
particulars :
classification o:£ the vessel;
standard displacement in tons and metric tons;
principal din1ensions, na1nely: length at "raterline, extreme be~un at or belo'v "\Vater-line;
1nean draft at standard displacement;
calibre o:£ the largest gun.

(b) the date o:£ comp-letion together with the foregoing
particulars relating to the vessel at that date.
The information to be given in the case o:£ capital ships
and ai1'cra:£t carriers ]s governed by the Washington
Treaty.
ARTICLE

11.

Subject to the provisions o:£ Article 2 o:£ the present
Treaty, the rules :£or disposal contained in Annex II
to this Part II shall be applied to all vessels o:£ "\var to
be disposed o:£ under the said Treaty, and to aircraft
carriers as defined in Article 3.
ARTICLE

12.

1. Subject to any supplementary agree1nents 'vhich
Inay 1nodify ~ as bet"~een the High Contracting Parties
concerned, the lists in Annex III to this Part II, the
special vessels sho,vn therein 1nay be retained and their
tonnage shall not be included in the tonnage subject to
limitation.
2. Any other vessel constructed, adapted or acquired
to serve the purposes for 'vhich these special vessels are
retained shall be charged against the tonnage o:£ the
appropriate co1nbatant category, according to the characteristics of the vessel, unless such vessel con:£or1ns to the
characteristics of vessels exempt :£ro1n li1nitation under
Article 8.
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3. Japan may, ho,vever, replace the Ininelayers "Aso"
and " Toki,Ya " by t'vo ne'v minelayers before the 31st
Dece1nber, 1936. The standard displace1nent of each of
the ne\Y vessels shall not -exceed 5,000 tons ( 5,080 Inetric
tons) ; their speed shall not exceed t"~enty knots, and
their characteristics shall conforn1 to the provisions of
paragraph (b) of Article 8. The ne\v vessels shall be
regarded as especial vessels and their tonnage shall not
be chargeable to the tonnage of any co1nbatant category.
The "Aso " and " Toki,Ya " shall be disposed of in
accordance \Yith Section I or II of Annex II to this Part
II, on completion of the replacement ves'3els.
4. 'rhe "Asa1na ", " Y akumo ", " Izun1o ", '" I 'vate " and
·' l{asnga " shall be disposed of in accordance 'vith Section I or II of Annex II to this part II when the first
three vessels of the "l{tuna " class have been replaced by
ne\Y vessels. 'rhese three vessels of the "l{tnna " class
shall be reduced to the condition prescribed in Section V,
subparagraph (b) 2 of Annex II to this Part II, and are
to be used for training ships, and their tonnage shall not
thereaftei· be included in the tonnage subject to liinitation.
ARTICLE 13.
Existing ships of various types, w·hich~ prior to the 1st
..._-\._pril, 1930, have been used as stationary training establislunents or hulks, may be retained in a nonseagoing condition.
ANNEX I.

Rules for re!placem.e nt.

SECTION 1.-Except as provided in Section III of this Annex
and Part III of the present Treaty, a vessel shall not be replaced
before it becomes " over-age". A vessel shall be deemed to be
"ovel.·-age" when the following ntunber of years have elapsed ·
since the date of its completion.
(a) For a surface vessel exceeding 3,000 tons (3.048 n1etric
tons) but not exceeding 10,000 tons (10,160 n1etric tons) if
standard displacement :
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(i) if laid down before the 1st January 1920: 16 years;
( ii) if laid do\vn after the 31st December 1919: 20 years.
(b) For a surface vessel not exceeding 3,000 tons ( 3,048 metric
tons) standard displacement :
(i) if laid down before the 1st January, 1921: 12 years;
( ii) if laid down after the 31st December, 1920: 16 years.
(c) For a subn1arine: 13 years.
The keels of replacement tonnage shall not be laid down more
than three years before the year in which the vesosel to be replaced
beCOlllE'S " OYer-age " ; but this pericd is reduced to two years in
the case of any replacen1ent surface vessel not exceeding 3,000
tons ( 3,048 1netric tons) standard displacement.
The right ·of replacement is not lost by delay in laying down
replacen1ent tonnage.
SE!orrroN II.-Exce11t as otherwi&e provided in the present
Treaty, the vessel or yessels, whose retention would cause the
maxinnun tonnage pennitted in the category to be exceeded, shall,
on the completion or ~cquisition of replace1nent tonnage, be disposed of in accordance with Annex II to this Part II.
SmoTION IlL-In the eYent of loss or accidental destruction a
vesosel may be in1n1ediately replaced.
ANNEX II.
Rttrrles to1· disposal of Vessels of War.

The present Treaty provides for the disposal of vessels of war
in the following ways :
( i) by scraping (sinking or breaking up) ;
(ii) by converting the vesosel to a hulk;
(iii) by converting the vessel to target use exclusively;
( iv) by retaining the vessel exclusively for experimental
purposes;
( v) by retaining the vessel exclusively for training purpo&es.
Any vessel of war to be disposed of, other than a capital ship.
may either be scrapped or converted to a bulk at the option of the
lligh Contracting Party concerned.
Vessels, other than capital ships, which have been retained for
target, experimental or training purposes, soball finally be scrapped
or converted to hulks.
SECTION I.-Vessels to be scrapped.

(a) A vessel to be· disposoed of by scrapping, by reason of its
replace1nent, must be rendered incapable of warlike service within
~ix months of the date of the cmnpletion of its successor, or of
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the first of its successors if there are more than one. If, however,
the completion of the new vessel or vessels be delayed, the work
of rendering the old vessel incapable of warlike service shall,
nevertheless, be c01npleted within four and a half years from the
date of laying the keel of the new ves~el, or of the first of the new
vessels ; but should the new vessel. or any of the new vessels, be a
surface vessel not exceeding 3,000 tons (3,048 1netric tons) standard displacement, this period is reduced to three and a half years.
(b) A yessel to be scrapped shall be considered incapable of
warlike service when there shall have been remoYed and landed
or else destroyed in the sl1ip:
(1) all the guns and essential parts of gun&, fire control top~
and reYolving parts of· all barbettes and turrets;
(2) all hydraulic or electric 1nachinery for operating turrets:
( 3) all fire control instruments and rangefinders ;
( 4) all ammunition, explosives, mines and mine rails;
( 5) all torpedoes, war head&, torpedo tubes and training racks ;
( 6) all wireless telegraphy installations;
(7) all main propelling machinery, or alternatively the armoured conning tower and all side armour plate;
( 8) all aircraft cranes, derricks, lifts and launching apparatus.
All landing-on or flying-off platforms and decks, or alternatively
all main propelling 1nachinery;
(9) In addition, in the case of submarines, all main storage
batteries, air compressor plants and ballast pumps.

( o) Scrapping shall be finally effected in either of the following
ways within twelve months of the elate on which the work of
rendering the vessel incapable of warlike service is due for completion:
( 1) permanent sinki,ng of the vessel;

(2) breaking the vessel up; this shall always include the destruction or rmnoval of all 1nachinery, boilers and arn1our, and
all deck, side and bottom plating.
SECTION

!I.-Vessels to be converted to httlks.

A vessel to be disposed of by conYersion to a hulk shall be considered finally disposed of when the conditions prescribed in Section I, paragraph (b), have been complied with, omitting subparagraphs (6), (7) and (8), and when the following have been
effected:
(1) mutilation beyond repair of all propeller shafts, thrust
blocks, turbine gearing or 1nain propelling motors, and turbines
or cylinders of main engines ;
( 2) removal of propeller brackets ;
( 3) removal and breaking up of all aircraft lifts, and the removal of all aircraft cranes, derricks and launching apparatus.
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The vessel n1ust be put in the above condition within the san1e
limits of thne as provided in Section I for rendering a Yessel
incapable of warlike service.
SECTION III.-Vessels to be converted to ta.rget use.
(a.) A vessel to be disposed of by conversion to target use ex-<:lusiYely shall be considered incapable of warlike service when
there have been re1noved and landed, or rendered unserviceable on
board, the following:

(1) all guns;
(2) all fire control tops and instruments and main fire control

c01nmunica tion wiring ;
( 3) all 1nachinery for operating gun tnountings or turrets;
( 4) all an1n1unition, explosives, 1nines, torpedoes and torpedo

tubes;
( 5) all aviation facilities and accessories.

The vessel tnust be put into the above condition within the same
lilnits of tin1e as provided in Section I for rendering a vessel incapable of warlike service.
(b) In addition to the rights already possessed by each High

Contracting Party under the 'Vashington Treaty, each High Contracting Party is pennitted to retain, for target use· exclusively,
at any one tin1e:
( 1) not more than three vessels (cruisers or destroyers) but
of these three vessels only one 1nay exceed 3,000 tons
( 3,048 tnetric tons) standard displacen1ent;
( 2) one sub1narine.
( o) On retaining· a vessel for target use, the High Contracting
Party concerned unclertakes not to recondition it for 'varlike
service.
SECT'ION IV.-Vessels retained for

experin~ental

tntrposes.

(a) A Yessel to be disposed of by conversion to experilnental
purposes exclusively shall be dealt 'vith in accordance with the
provisions of Section III (a) of this Annex.
(b) "\Vithout prejudice to the general rules, and provided that
due notice be given to the other High Contracting Parties, reasonable yariation fr01n the conditions pre·scribed in Section III (a) of
this Annex, in so far as may be necessary for the purposes of a
special experilnent, may be permitted as a temporary measure.
Any High Contracting Party taking advantage of this provision
is required to furnish full details of any such varia tious and the
period for which they will be required.
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(o) Each High Contracting Party is permitted to retain for experimental purposes exclusively at any one time:
(1) not more than two vessels (cruisers or destroyers), but of
these two vessels only one may exceed 3,000 tons (3,048
metric tons) standard displacement;
( 2) one submarine.
(d) The United Kingdom is allowed to retain, in their present
conditions, the monitor "Roberts ", the main armament guns and
mountings of which have been mutilated, and the seaplane carrier
"Ark Royal", until no longer required for experimental purposes~
The retention of these two vessels is without prejudice to the
retention of vessels permitted under (o) aboYe.
(e) On retaining a Yessel for experimental purposes the High
Contracting Party concerned undertakes not to recondition it for
warlike service.
SECTION

v .-Vessels reta.i nea tor training purposes.

(a) In addition to the rights already possessed by any Higb
Contracting Party under the 'Vashington Treaty, each High Contracting Party is permitted to retain for training purposes exclusively the following vessels :
United States: 1 capital ship ("Arkansas" or "'V~~oming") ;.
France: 2 surface vessels, one of which may exceed 3,000 tons
( 3,048 metric tons) standard displacement;
United Kingdom : 1 capital ship (" Iron Duke ") ;
Italy: 2 surface vessels, one of which may exceed 3,000 tons
( 3,048 metric tons) standard displacement ;
Japan: 1 capital ship (" Hiyei "), 3 cruisers ("Kuma" class) ..
( b) Vessels retained for training purposes under the provisions
of paragraph (a) shall, within six months of the date on which.
they are required to be disposed of, be dealt with as follows:
1. Capital Ships.

The following is to be carried out:
(1) removal of main armament guns, revolving parts of all barbettes and turrets; machinery for operating turrets; but threeturrets with their armament may be retained in each ship;
(2) removal of all ammunition and explosives in excess of the·
quantity required for target practice training for the guns remaining on board ;
·
( 3) removal of conning tower and the side armour belt between.
the foremost and aftermost barbettes;
·
··
( 4) removal or mutilation of all torpedo tubes ;
(5) removal .or mutilation on board of all boile.r s in excess of
the number required f?r a maximum speed of eighteen knots.
69574---32------11
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2. Other surface vessels retained by France, Italy aud

~Japan.

The following is to be carried out:
( 1) removal
calibre 1nay be
( 2) ren1oval
( 3) ren10Yal
( 4) re1noval

of one half of the guns, but four guns of 1nain
retained on each vessel;
of all torpedo tubes ;
of all aviation facilities and accessories;
of one half of the boilers.

( o) The High Contracting Party concerned undertakes that
vessels retained in accordance with the proYisions of this Section
~hall not be used for any combatant purpose.
ANNEX III.
Special vessels.
UNITED STATES.

Dis placement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
Aroostook-1-.Iinelayer_____________ 4, 950
Oglala-M:inelayer _ ___ __ ___ __ ___ __ 4, 950
Baltimore-:Minelayer _____ ______ __ 4, 413
San Francisco-Minelayer--------- 4, 083
Cheyenne-Monitor-------------__ 2, 800
.Helena-Gunboat_ __ -------------- 1, 392
Isabel-Yacht._------- ______ -----938
___________________ 2,600

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
Bridgeport- Destroyer tender_____ 11, 750
Dobbin-Destroyer tender _________ 12,450
11 elville-Destroyer tender._______ 7, 150
·whitney-Destroyer tender _______ 12, 450
Holland-Submarine tender------- 11,570
Henderson-Naval transport_ _____ 10,000

~iagara-Yacht

91,496

FRANCE.

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
Castor-lVIinelayer _--------------- 3,150
Pollux-Minelayer----------------- 2, 461
Commandant-Teste-Seaplane carrier------------------------------ 10,000
Aisne-Despatch vesseL___________
.600
Marne
---------·-- 600
Ancre
------------ 604
:Scarpe
------------ 604
.Suippe
"
------------ 604
Dunkerque "
------------ 644
Laffaux
---·-------- 644
:Bapaume "
------------ 644

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons. ·
Nancy-Despatch vesseL__________
644
Calais
----------644
Lassigny
644
Les E parges "
644
644
Remiremont "
644
Tahure
''
Toul
644
Epinal
----------644
Lievin
----------644
(-)-Netlayer_ --- _________ ------ __ 2, 293
28,644

BRITISH COMJ\IONWEAI;TH OF NATIONS

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
Adventure-Minelayer (United
Kingdom)----------------------- 6, 740
Albatross-Seaplane carrier (Australia)--------------------------- 5,000
Erebus-1-.:Ionitor (United Kingdom)---------------------------- 7,200
"Terror-l\fonitor (United Kingdom) __ ------------------------~- 7, 200

Displacement
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
lVIarshal Soult-Monitor (United
Kingdom)_______________________ 6, 400
Clive-Sloop (India)--------------- 2, 021
Medway-Submarine depot ship
(United J\ingdom) ______________ 15,000
49,561
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ITALY.

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
l'vliraglia-Seaplane carrier--------- 4, 880
Fatl di Bruno-:\Ionitor __ --------- 2, 800
Monte Grappa-~Ionitor---------605
l'v!ontello-Monitor_ ____ - ---------605
:\[onte Cengio-Ex-monitor-------500

Displacement •
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
:Monte Novegno-Ex-monitor ----500
Campania-Sloop ___ -------------- 2, 070
11,960

JAPAN.

Displacement.
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
)lso-Minelayer ___________________ 7,180
Tokiwa "
__ ----------------)lsama-Old cruiser_ ______________
Yakumo "
___ -----------Izurno
---------------

9, 240

9,240

Displacement
Name and type of vessel.
Tons.
Iwate-Old cruiser_________________ 9, 180
Kasuga "
" ---------------- 7, 080
Yodo-Gunboat_ ------------------ 1, 320

9, 010

61,430

9,180

PART III.
The President of the United States of America, His
Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India,
and His ~1ajesty the Emperor of Japan have agreed as
between themselves to the provisions of this Part III :
ARTICLE

14.

The naval combatant vessels of the United States, the
British Coinmon,vealth of Nations and Japan, other than
capital ships, aircraft carriers and all vessels exempt
from limitation under . .L\.rticle 8, shall be limited during
the term of the present Treaty as provided in this Part
III, and, in the case of special vessels, as provided in
Article 12.
ARTICLE 15.
For the purpose of this Part III the definition of the
cruiser and destroyer categories shall be as follows:
Cruisers.
Surface vessels of war, other than capital ships or aircraft carriers, the standard displacement of which exceeds 1,850 tons (1,880 metric tons), or 'vith a gun above
5.1-inch (130 mm.) calibre.
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The cruiser category is divided into two sub-categories,
as follows:
(a) cruisers carrying a gun above 6.1~inch (155 mm.)
calibre;
(b) cruisers carryng a gun not above 6.1-inch {155
mm.) calibre.
Destroyers.
Surface vessels of war the standard displacement of
which does not exceed 1,850 tons (1,880 metric tons)~
and with a gun not above 5.1-inch (130 1nm.) calibre.
ARTICLE

16.

1. The completed tonnage in the cruiser, destroyer and
submarine categories which is not to be exceeded on the
31st December, 1936, is given in the following table :
Categories

United States.

British Common- I
wealth of Nations.

Japan.

- -- - --------1 ------- ~-----Cruisers:
(a) with guns of 180,000 tons (182,880 146,800 tons (149,149 1 108,400 tons (110,134more than 6.1metric tons)
metric tons)
metric tons)
inch (155 mm.)
calibre.
(b) with guns of 143,500 tons (145, 796 1 192,200 tons (195,275 100,450 tons (102,057
6.1-inch ( 155
metric tons)
metric tons)
metric tons)
mm. calibre or
less.
Destroyers _________ _! 150,000 tons (152,400-- 150,000 tons (152,400 105,500 tons (107,188metric tons)·
metric tons)
metric tons)
Submarines ____ ____ _ 52,700 tons (53,543 52,700 tons (53,543 52,700 tons (53,543
·
metric tons)
' metric tons)
metric tons)
.
.
1

2. Vessels which cause the total tonnage in any category
to exceed the figures given in the foregoing table shall be
disposed of gradually during the period ending on the
31st December, 1936.
3. The maximum _number of cr'uisers of sub-category
(a) shall be as follows: for the United States, eighteen;
for the British Commornvealth of Nations, fifteen; forJapan; twelve.
·
4. In the destroyer c~tegory not ~ore than sixteen percent~ of the allowed total tonnage shall be elnployed in
vessels of over 1,500 tons ( 1,524 metric tons) standard
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displacement. Destroyers completed or under construction on the 1st April, 1930, in excess of this percentage
may be retained, but no other destroyers exceeding 1,500
tons ( 1,524 metric tons) standard displacement shall be
constructed or acquired until a reduction to such sixteen
per cent. has been effected.
5. Not more than twenty-five per cent. of the allowed
total tonnage in the cruiser category n1ay be fitted with a
landing-on platform or deck :for aircr·a ft.
6. It is understood that the submarines referred to in
· paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article 7 will be counted as part
of the total sub1narine tonnage of the High Contracting
Party. concerned.
7. The tonnage of any vessels retained under Article 13
or disposed of in accordance "\vith Annex II to Part II of
the present Treaty shall not be included in the tonnage
subject to limitation.
ARTICLE

17.

A transfer not exceeding ten per cent. o:f the allowed
total tonnage of the category or sub-category into· which
the transfer- is to be made shall be permitted between
cruisers of sub-category (b) and destroyers.
1\..RTICLE

18.

The United States contemplates the completion by
1~35 of fifteen cruisers of sub-category (a) of an aggregate tonnage of 150,000 tons (152,400 metric tons). For
each of the three remaining cruisers o:f sub-category (a)
which it is entitled to construct the United States may
elect to substitute 15,166 tons (15,409 metric tons) of cruisers of sub-category (b). 'rn case the United States shall
construct one or more of such three remaining cruisers
of sub-category (a), the sixteenth unit will not be laid
clown before 1933 and will not be completed before 1936;
the seventeenth will not be laid down before 1934 and
will not be co1npleted before 1937; the eighteenth will
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not be laid do\vn before 1935 and \vill not be con1plete<l
before 1938.
ARTICLE

19.

Except as provided in Article 20, the tonnage laid
down in any category subject to limitation in accordance with Article 16 shall not exceed the a1nount necessary to reach the maximum allowed tonnage of the category, or to replace vessels that become " over-age " before
the 31st December, 1936. Nevertheless, replace1nent tonnage may be laid do\vn for cruisers and sulnnarines that
beco1ne ''oYer-age" in 1937, 1938, and 1939, and for
destroyers that becon1e "over-age " in 1937 and 1938.
ARTICI..E

20.

N otvvithstanding the rules for replace1nent contained
in Annex I to Part II :
(a) The "Frobisher " and "Effingham " (United
Kingdom) may be disposed of during the year 1936.
A part from the cruisers under construction on the 1st
April, 1930, the total replacement tonnage of cruisers
to be co1npleted, in the case of the British Commonwealth of Nations, prior to the 31st Dece1nber, 1936, shall
not exceed 91,000 tons (92,456 metric tons).
(b) Japan may replace the "Tama" by new construction to be completed during the year 1936.
( o) In addition to replacing destroyers becoming
"over-age" before the 31st December, 1936, Japan may
lay down, in each of the years 1935 and 1936, not more
than 5,200 tons ( 5,283 metric tons) to replace part of the
vessels that become " over-age " in 1938 and 1939.
(d) Japan may anticipate replacement during the
term of the present Treaty by laying down not more than
19,200 tons (19,507 metric tons) of submarine tonnage,
of which not more than 12,000 tons (12,192 metric tons)
shall be completed by the 31st December, 1936.
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21.

If, during the tern1 of the present Treaty, the requirelnents of the national security of any High Contracting
Party in respect of vessels of "~ar limited by Part III of
the present Treaty are in the opinion of that Party materially affected by ne'v construction of any Po,ver other
than those ,Yho haYe joined in Part III of this Treaty,
that High Contracting Party will notify the other
Parties to Part III as to the increase required to be made
in its o'vn tonnages 'vithin one or more of the categories
of such vessels of 'var, specifying particularly the proposed increases and the reasons therefor, and shall be
entitled to 1nake such increase. Thereupon the other
Parties to Part III of this Treaty shall be entitled to
1nake a proportionate increase in the category or categories specified; and the said other Parties shall pron1ptly
advise 'vith each other through diplomatic channels as
to the situation thus presented.
P.A..RT I\T .

. A. RTICLE 2:2.

The follo\Ying are accepted as established rules of
International La."T:

(1) In their action with regard to merchant ships,.
subn1arines must confor1n to the rules of International
La 'v to \vhich surface vessels are subject.
(2) In particular, except in the case of persistent refusal to stop on being duly sum1noned, or of activeresistance to visit or search, a "rarship, whether surface
vessel or submarine, n1ay not sink or render incapable of
navigation a n1erchant vessel "rithout having first placed
passeng(lrs, cre'v and ship's papers in a place of safety.
For this purpose the ship's boats are not regarded as a
place of safety unless the safety of the passengers and
crew is assured, in the existing sea and weather conditions, by the proximity of land, or the presence of another
Yessel 'vhich is in a position to take them on boa rd.
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The High Contracting Parties invite all other Po\rers
.to express their assent to the above rules.
PART V.
ARTICLE

23.

The present Treaty shall remain in force until the 31st
December, 193G, subject to the following exceptions:
( 1) Part IV shall remain in force without limit of
time;
(2) the provisions of Articles 3, 4 and 5, and of Article 11 and . A.nnex II of Part II so far as they relate to
.aircraft carriers, shall remain in force for the same period
.as the Washington Treaty.
Unless the High Contracting Parties should agree
{)ther,vise by reason of a n1ore general agreement limiting
naval ar1na1nents, to ""hich they all becon1e parties, they
.shall meet in conference in 1935 to frame a new treaty to
replace and to carry out the purposes of the present
'T reaty, it being understood that none of the provisions
-o f the present Treaty shall prejudice the attitude of any
{)f the High Contracting Parties at the conference
.agreed to.
ARTICLE

24.

1. The present Treaty shall be ratified by the High

·Contracting Parties in accordance ""ith their respective
constitutional 1nethods and the ratifications shall be deposited at London as soon as possible. Certified copies
-o f all the proces-verba~tx of the deposit of ratifications
"rill be trans1nitted to the Govern1nents of all the High
·Contracting Parties.
2. As soon as the ratifications of the United States of
America, of His ~fajesty the l(ing of Great Britain,
Ireland and the British Do1ninions beyond the Seas,
Emperor of India, in respect of each and all of the lVIeinbers of the British Con1n1onwealth of Nations as enurrier~.ted in the prean1ble of the present Treaty, and of His
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~Iajesty

the E1nperor of Japan have been deposited, the
Treaty shall corne into force in respect of the said High
Contracting Parties.
3. On the cla te of the con1ing into force referred to in
the preceding paragraph, Parts I, II, IV and V of the
present Treaty Yrill corne into force in respect of the
French Republic and the Kingdon1 of Italy if their'
ratifications have been deposited at that date; otherwise
these Parts 'vill corne into force in respect of each of
those Powers on the deposit of its ratification.
4. The rights and obligations resulting from Part III
of the present Treaty are limited to the High Contracting
Parties mentioned in paragraph 2 of this . ..\.rticle. The
High Contracting Parties will agree as to the date on
'vhich, and the conditions under which, the obligations
assu1ned under the said Part III by the High Contracting
I>arties n1entioned in paragraph 2 of this Article will
bind them in relation to France and Italy; such agree~
n1ent 'vill determine at the sarne tin1e the corresponding
obligations of France and Italy in relation to the other
High Contracting Parties.
ARTICLE

25.

After the deposit of the ratifications of all the High
Conttacting Parties, His ~iajesty's Government in the
United l(ingdon1 of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
'Yill con1municate the provisions inserted in Part IV of
the present Treaty to all Pow·ers which are not signatories of the said Treaty, inviting thern to accede theteto
definitely and 'vithout lirnit of tilne.
Such accession shall be effected by a declaration addressed to His Majesty's Governrnent in the United l(ingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
ARTICLE

26.

'The present Treaty, of which the French and English
texts are both authentic, shall remain deposited in the
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archives of His )Iaj esty's Govern1nent in the United
l(ingclonl of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Duly
certified copies thereof ~hall be trans1nitted to the Governinents o£ all the High Contracting Parties.
In faith "rhereof the above-na1ned Plenipotentiaries
have signed the present Treaty and ha ye affixed thereto
their seals.
Done at London~ the t'venty-second day of .6-.\.pril, nineteen hundred and thirty.
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
.[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]
[SEAL]

HENRY L. STI)ISON.
CHARLES G. DA,VES.
CHARLES F. ADA~rs.
JosEPH T. Ronixsox.
DAVID A. REED.
HuGH GIBSON.
D,YIGHT ,,.,. . nionno"~.
.>\.RISTIDE BRIAND.
J. L. Dul\IESXIL.
A. DE FLEURIAU.
J. RAl\ISAY ~fAcDoxALD.
. .>\.RTHUR HENDERSOX.
A. \T. ALEXANDER .
''TEDG,YOOD BENX.
PHILIPPE RoY.
JAl\IES E. FEXTO~.
T. lVf. ''TILFORD.
c. T. TE '""ATER.
T. A. SMIDDY.
ATUL c. CHATTERJEE.
G. SIRIANNI.
A. c. BORDONARO.
ALFREDO AcToN.
R. AKATSURI.
TAKESHI TAKARABE.
T. MATSUDAIRA.
M. NAGAI.
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II
1. The Britisl~ Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs
(Henderson) to the A 1nerican A1nbassaifo1' in. G1 eat
Britain (Daues), October 7, 1929
1

I haYe the honour to trnns1nit to your excellency here" ·ith copies of the notes \Yhich I an1 to-day addressing to
the French, Italian, ancl Japanese Ambassadors in London inviting the French, Italian. and Japanese GovernJnents to participate in a five-po\Yer conference to deal
\Yith the question of naYal disar1nament, which it is
proposed to hold in London in the latter· part of J'anuary
next.
2. As I understand that the GoYern1nent of the United
States concur in the tern1s of the enclosed notes, I shall
be grateful if your excellency will be so good as to confirln 1ny in1pression that they will find it possible to
participate in the conference above mentioned.
[Enclosure]

The British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
(Henderson) to the F1·ench, Italian, and Japa·nesc
A1nbassadors in Great Britain, October 7, 19B9

I haYe the honour to inforn1 your excellency that the
infor1nal conversations on the subject of naval disarnlaInent w·hich have been proceeding in London during the
last three n1onths between the Prime ~1inister and the
A1nbassador of the United States have no\V reached a
stage at which it is pos:;ible to say that there is no point
outstanding of such serious importance as to preyent an
agree1nent.
Ftom tin1e to ti1ne the Prin1e ~1inister has notified
your excellency of the progress made in these discussions
and I now haYe the honour to state that provisional and
infor1nal agreement has been reached on the follo\ving
principles :
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1. 'fhe conversations have been one of the results of
the Treaty for the Renunciation of "\Var signed at· Paris
in 1928 which brought about a realignment of our
national attitudes on the subject of security in consequence of the provision that war should not be used as an
instru1nent of national policy in the relations of nations
one to another. Therefore the Peace Pact has been
regarded as the starting point of agreement.
2. It has been agreed to adopt the principle of parity
in each of the several categories and that such parity
shall be reached by Dece1nber 31st, 1936. Consultation
bet,veen His Majesty's Government in the United J(ingdom and His Majesty's Government in the Do1ninions
has taken place and jt is conte1nplated that the pro_g ramme of parity on the British side should be related
to naval forces of all parts of the Empire.
3. The question of battleship strength was also touched
upon during the conversations and it has been agreed in
these conversations that subject to the assent of other
signatory powers it would be desirable to reconsider the
battleship replacement programmes provided for in the
Washington treaty of 1922 with the view of diminishing
the amount of replacement construction implied under
that treaty.
·
4. Since both the Government of the United States and
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom adhere to the attitude that they have publicly adopted in
regard to the desirability of securing the total abolition
of the submarine, this matter hardly gave rise to discussion during the recent conversations. They recognize,
however, that no final settlement on this subject can be
reached except in conference with the other naval Powers.
In view of the scope of these discussions both Governments consider it most desirable that a conference should
be summoned to consider the categories not covered by
the Washington treaty and to arrange for and deal w·ith
the questions covered by the second paragraph of Article
21 of that treaty. It is our earnest hope that the _____ _
-------------- Government will agree to the desirability
of such a conference. His Majesty's Government in the
United l(ingdom and the Government of the United
States are in accord that such a conference should be
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held in London at the beginning of the third week of
January, 1930, and it is hoped that the ---------------GoYernment will be 'Yilling to appoint representatives
to attend it.
A similar invitation is being addressed to the Governnlents of -------------------- and the United States;
and His Majesty's Governments in the Dominions are
being asked to appoint representatives to take part in
the conference. I should be grateful if your excellency
"~ould cause the above invitation to be addressed to the
-------------------- Government.
In the same 'vay as the two Governments have kept
your excellency infor1nally at~A courant of the recent discussions, so now His Majesty's Government will be willing, in the interval before the proposed conference, to
continue informal conversations with your excellency on
any points which may require elucidation. The importance of reviewing the whole naval situation at an early
date is so vital in the interests of general disarmament
that I trust that your excellency's Government will see·
their way to accept this invitation and that the date proposed will be agreeable to them.
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom propose to communicate to you in due course their views as
to the subjects which they think should b.e discussed at
the conference, and will be gla~ to receive a corresponding communication from the ------------------------·
Government.
It is hoped that at this conference the principal naval
powers may be successful in reaching agreement. I
should like to emphasize that His Majesty's Government
have discovered no inclination in any quarter to set up
new machinery for dealing with the naval disarmament
question; on the contrary, it is hoped that by this means
a text can be elaborated which will facilitate. the task of
the League of Na~ions Preparatory Commission and of
the sut>sequent General Disarmament Conference. ~
I

, J '

•
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2. 1'he Am!(3rican Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain
(Atherton) to the Britisl~ Searetary of State for Foreign Aff[!ires (Henderson), October 10, 19~9

I have the honor to refer to the note 'vhich you 'vere
good enough to address to the Ambassador on October
7th, and I take great pleasure in informing you that the
A1nerican Government hastens to accept the invitation of
His Majesty's Governn1ent to a conference on naval
arn1an1ents to take place in London the latter part of
January, 'vhich 'viii unite the po,vers signatory to the
'y· ashington treaty in a discussion 'vhich 'viii anticipate
the .problen1s raised under Article 21 of that treaty as
'veil as broaden its 'vhole scope by the inclusion· of the
other categories of ships.
3. Statement of the President of the United) States and
the British P1'i1ne lJfinister, October 10, 1929
During the last fe,v days 've have had an opportunity,
in the infor1nal talks in 'vhich 've have engaged, not only
to revie'v the conversations on a naval agree1nent which
have been carried on during this stnnmer bet,veen us, but
also to discuss so1ne of the n1ore important n1eans by
'vhich the moral force of our countries can be exerted
for peace.
e have been guided by the double hope of settling our
o'vn differences on naval 1natters and so establishing unclouded good 'viii, candor, and confidence betw·een us,
and also of contributing so1nething to the solution of the
problem of peace in which all other nations are interested
and 'vhich calls for their cooperation.
In signing the Paris Peace Pact 56 nations have declared that "\Var shall not be used as an instrtunent of
national policy. We have agreed that all disputes shall
be settled by
.. pacific means. Both our Governtnents . resolve to accept the Peace Pact not only as a declaration
of good intentions but as a positive obligation to direct
national policy in accordance 'vith its pledge.
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'I'he part of each of our GoYerninents in the promotion
of \Yorld peace 'vill be different, as one 'Yill never consent
to becon1e entangled in European diplo1nacy and the
other is resolYed to pursue a policy of active cooperation
"·ith its European neighbors; but each of our GovernInents "·ill direct its thoughts and influence to,vards
securing and 1naintaining the peace of the \vorld.
Our conversations have been largely confined to the
mutual relations of the t\YO countries in the light o£ the
situation created by the signing of the Peace Pact.
'fherefore, in a new and reinforced sense the t\vo Governments not only declare that \var bet,veen them is unthinkable, but that distrusts and suspicions arising from
doubts and fears which may have been justified before
the Peace Pact n1ust no'v cease to influence national
policy. vVe approach old historical problems from a new
angle and in a ne'v atmosphere. On the assumption that
'var betw·een us is banished, and that conflicts bet,veen
our military or naval forces cannot take place, these
problems have changed their meaning and character, and
their solution, in ways satisfactory to both countries, has
become possible.
'Ve have agreed that those questions should become
the subject of active consideration between us. They
involve important technical matters requiring detailed
study. One of the hopeful results of the visit which is
no'v terminating officially has been that our t'vo GovernInents will begin conversations upon the1n following the
sa1ne method as that which has been pursued during the
summer in London.
The exchange of views on naval reduction has brought
the two nations so close to agreen1ent that the obstacles
in previous conferences arising out of Anglo-American
disagreements seem now substantially removed. We have
kept the nations which took part in the vVashington
Naval Conference of 1922 informed of the progress of
our conversations, and 've have now proposed to them
that we should all meet together and try to come \ o a
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comn1on agreement which would justify each in making
substantial naval reductions. An agreement on naval
armaments can not be completed without the cooperation
of other naval powers, and both of us feel sure that, by
the same free and candid discussion of needs which has
characterized our conversations, such mutual understandings will be reached as will make naval agreement next
January possible, and thus remove this serious obstacle
to the progress of world disarmament.
Between no""' and the meeting of the proposed conference in January, our Governments will continue conversations with the other powers concerned, in order to
remove as many clifficulties as possj ble before the official
and formal negotiations open.
In view of the security afforded by the Peace Pact, we
have been able to end, we trust forever, all competitive
building between ourselves with the risk of war and the
waste of public money involved, by agreeing to a parity
of fleets, category by category.
Success at the coming conference will result in a large
decrease in the naval equipment of the world and, what
is equally important, the reduction of prospective programs of construction which would otherwise produce
competitive building to an indefinite amount.
We hope and believe that the steps we have taken will
be warmly welcomed by the people whom we represent
as a substantial contribution to the efforts universally
made by all nations to gain security for peace not by
military organization but by peaceful means rooted in
public opinion and enforced by a sense of justice in the
civilized world .

.:

